LVEDC BUSINESS RESOURCE GUIDE

Resources to
Help You Grow
www.lehighvalley.org

“

“

Enabling
businesses to
come here,
start here, and
flourish here.

The mission of the Lehigh Valley Economic Development Corporation is to market the economic assets of the Lehigh
Valley and to serve as a regional shared services and resource center to help businesses to come, grow, and start here.
Our vision is of a Lehigh Valley with a diverse economic base in our cities and counties that enables businesses to come
here, start here, and flourish here in order to create jobs and opportunities for all of our residents.
LVEDC’s Business Outreach Program (BOP) uses a customer-oriented approach to economic development designed
to link Lehigh Valley businesses to resources throughout the community that will help their business become more
profitable. The BOP combines the resources of LVEDC, government agencies, our public-sector partners, and private
corporations.
The goal of the program is two-fold: providing a single point-of-contact for all of your business needs, and helping to
identify resources to assist you in succeeding in today’s competitive environment. Businesses have often received
assistance in workforce training and recruitment, exporting, strategic and business planning, financing, and more.
This guide will provide you with more information about how LVEDC can assist you with your needs, particularly in the
areas of financing, real estate, technical assistance, and labor & workforce.

FINANCING
As a non-profit 501(c)3 organization tasked with growing the
local economy, LVEDC is at the center of the Lehigh Valley
Lending Network, a revolutionary partnership with 15 regional
banks* and more than 30 non-profit and public incentive
financing resources. This network offers a single point of entry
to both private and public financing. Winner of the prestigious
Excellence in Development Finance Program Award from the
Council of Development Finance Agencies (CDFA), this program
is gaining recognition as a best practice across the country.
The Lehigh Valley Lending Network streamlines the process
for businesses seeking financing, incentives, and new bank
relationships, allowing them to simultaneously access and shop
commercial lending institutions and economic development
resource providers, all through a single inquiry. Finding the right
bank or understanding the myriad of financing programs can
be daunting, but the Lehigh Valley Lending Network simplifies
that process, allowing you to canvass many resources through a
streamlined process.
In addition to the Lehigh Valley Lending Network, LVEDC offers
access to a wide variety of financing options and loan programs to
address an array of business needs. Our staff would be happy to
provide more information about these programs, which includes
local, state, and federal programs, as well as those available
through local non-profit organizations. Examples include U.S.
SBA 504 Financing, Pennsylvania Industrial Development Authority
(PIDA) loans, and state and local job creation grants.

* Participating banks (as of December 2016) include Bank of America,
BB&T Bank, Conestoga Bank, Embassy Bank, Lafayette Ambassador Bank,
M&T Bank, National Penn Bank, New Tripoli Bank, PNC Bank,
Peoples Security Bank, Provident Bank, Santander Bank, TD Bank,
Wells Fargo, and Unity Bank.
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REAL ESTATE & LOCATION ASSISTANCE
LVEDC assists businesses seeking to relocate to the Lehigh Valley
by providing them with regional, economic, and demographic
information, as well as assisting with finance and business
incentives, coordination with state and municipal officials, and site
and facility availability. Our organization offers a complete range
of real estate services to acquire land or an existing structure,
construct a new building, or find office space.
Through our role as a regional shared services and resource
center, we can help you identify real estate opportunities and take
advantage of our extensive network of real estate professionals,
including property owners, brokers, developers, and more. We
can also provide timely information about the real estate market,
including pricing, lease rates, availability, and related data.
Additionally, our website offers a site selection database that can
help you find properties. Find out why such major companies as
Ocean Spray and Olympus decided to establish roots in the Lehigh
Valley.
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TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE
Working with our wide range of partner organizations from across the Lehigh Valley, LVEDC helps connect you with the resources you need to succeed,
whether you’re a long-established business or just getting started here. The Lehigh Valley boasts some of the strongest incentive programs in the country,
and LVEDC can help connect your company with the right program to help your company grow and succeed. Among those incentive programs are:
•
•
•
•

Keystone Opportunity Zones (KOZ)
Bethlehem City Revitalization & Improvement Zone (CRIZ)
Allentown Neighborhood Improvement Zone (NIZ)
Southside Bethlehem Keystone Innovation Zone (KIZ)

•
•
•
•

Foreign Trade Zone #272
Local Economic Revitalization Tax Assistance (LERTA)
Redevelopment Assistance Capital Program (RACP)
Tax Increment Financing (TIF)

LVEDC also helps facilitate the redevelopment of brownfields through its Lehigh Valley Land Recycling Initiative (LVLRI) program. Fostering economic
development while protecting human health and the environment is an important element of LVEDC’s efforts to support sustainable development. LVLRI
has attracted national attention for its track record of success, and was one of the few programs in the country to be highlighted at the National Brownfields
Conference.
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LABOR / WORKFORCE

Finding the right talent and keeping workforce’s
skills up-to-date are essential to the success of
any business. Fortunately, the Lehigh Valley has
many resources to help your business thrive.
The Lehigh Valley Workforce Development
Board (LVWDB) along with our higher
education partners including the Lehigh Valley
Association of Independent Colleges, works
closely with LVEDC to meet the Lehigh Valley’s
workforce needs.

6

LVEDC BUSINESS RESOURCE GUIDE

LVEDC and LVWDB partnered on the formation
of the LVEDC Talent and Education Supply
Council, which connects local educational
institutions and economic development
agencies in a way that has never been done
before. This council aims to increase the
workforce and economic development linkages
with education and business. This results in a
process that ensures the pipeline of skilled
workers in the Lehigh Valley is strong and that
bridging the workforce gap is a continual and
ongoing process.

The council stems from a Workforce and
Economic Development Strategic Plan that
LVEDC and LVWBD commissioned from Oxford
Economics, a New York City-based economic
consultant. Oxford Economics conducted
a detailed analysis of workforce supply and
demand, training completions, and skills
gaps. That study, as well as more information
about the council, are available on the LVEDC
website.

OUR PARTNERS
Lehigh County
To date, about $4.6 million dollars of Lehigh
County funds and over $45 million dollars
of state and federal funds which the county
administers has been awarded to local
communities, various county projects and
organizations.
Northampton County
Northampton County offers Community
Investment Partnership Programs grants, which
helps with community improvement, community
planning, job creation, and economic
infrastructure expansion.
Allentown
The Allentown Department of Community and
Economic Development offers assistance
to small businesses, neighborhood groups,
non-profits, faith-based organizations, large
business, and housing developers alike.
Bethlehem
The city of Bethlehem’s Department of
Community and Economic Development
encourages business location and expansion
through technical and site selection assistance
and financial programs.
Easton
The vision of Easton’s future growth and
prosperity is built upon its proud history as a
cultural, commercial, and transportation hub,
and the city staff is eager to work you to make
Easton your place of business.

Governor’s Action Team
A group of experienced economic development
professionals that help companies looking
to establish new business operations in
Pennsylvania.

Greater Lehigh Valley Chamber of
Commerce (GLVCC)
With nearly 5,000 members who employ
over 200,000, it is the largest Chamber in
Pennsylvania and New Jersey.

Pennsylvania Department of Community &
Economic Development (DCED)
Helps to foster opportunities for businesses
to grow and for communities to succeed and
thrive in a global economy.

Community Action Committee of the Lehigh
Valley (CACLV)
Involves all sectors of the community in
developing programs that address the causes
and conditions of poverty.

Lehigh Valley Workforce Development
Board (LVWDB)
The premier regional workforce system
designed to meet business and industry’s
workforce.

Manufacturers Resource Center (MRC)
Helps manufacturers become more competitive,
strategically grow their companies, and invest
more effectively in their human capital.

U.S. Small Business Administration
Provides aid, counsel, assistance and
protection for the interests of small business
concerns.

Ben Franklin Technology Partners of
Northeastern Pennsylvania (BFTP/NEP)
Links early-stage technology firms and
manufacturers with resources to help them
prosper.

Allentown Economic Development
Corporation (AEDC)
Dedicated
to
identifying,
encouraging,
developing, and managing strategic business
opportunities for the benefit of Allentown.

Lehigh Valley’s Small Business
Development Center (SBDC)
Provides education and no-cost consulting
services to entrepreneurs and small business
owners.

Bethlehem Economic Development
Corporation (BEDCO)
Works closely with the city’s Department of
Community & Economic Development to
facilitate economic development.

Baker Institute for Entrepreneurship,
Creativity and Innovation
Provides access to the skills, resources, and
connections needed to help entrepreneurial
ventures prosper.

Greater Easton Development Partnership
(GEDP)
Assists Easton businesses with access
to financing programs, site selection, and
coordination with the city and outside agencies.

LINC of the Lehigh Valley
A collaborative regional initiative designed
to assist in the recruitment, relocation, and
retention of highly skilled, diverse talent to the
region.
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The mission of the Lehigh Valley Economic
Development Corporation is to market the
economic assets of the Lehigh Valley and
to serve as a regional shared services and
resource center to help businesses to come,
grow and start here.

Our Vision

Our vision is of a Lehigh Valley with a diverse
economic base in our cities and counties that
enable businesses to come here, start here
and flourish here in order to create jobs and
opportunities for all of our residents.

Our Priorities

• Marketing Economic Assets
• Coordinating a Prepared Workforce
• Focusing on City and Urban Development
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Our Mission

• Serving as a Shared Services Center
• Providing Access to Capital
• Building our Resources and Engaging
Stakeholders

2158 Avenue C, Suite 200 Bethlehem, PA 18017
Phone: 610-266-6775 • Fax: 610-266-7623

Lehigh Valley
Come here. Grow here. Start here.

www.lehighvalley.org

